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Phillips replied in 1849 by the publication of Wales, the language,
social conditions, moral character and opinions of the people con-
sidered in their relation to education. This book was an exhaustive
and accurate survey of social life and education in Wales, which
did much to correct the erroneous ideas created by the Reports.
Nevertheless, the damage had been done. The Reports had been
intended as a prelude to comprehensive schemes of reform in Welsh
education, but their effect was to arouse such popular antagonism
that the Committee of Council resolved to proceed no further. The
Welsh leaders turned their attention to the aim of instituting a
national university, and elementary education attracted little notice
until after the Cross Commission.
Among other influences which affected the progress both of
elementary and higher education in Wales was the literary revival
of the 18th century. Welsh scholars not only strove to encourage
the study of the national literature of past ages, but also initiated
the scientific study of the ancient language and the interpretation of
mediaeval Welsh manuscripts. In 1751 a society for the encourage-
ment of Welsh learning, known as the Honourable Society of
Cymmrodorion, was founded and later gave rise to numerous local
societies which contributed to the advancement of Welsh culture.
A less satisfactory feature of such societies was that they tended to
concentrate on antiquarian research, and many of their members
were not Welshmen. The outcome of these different movements
was the revival in 1819 of the Eisteddfod,1 which has proved so
potent an instrument of national culture. The more puritannical of
the Nonconformists did not at first view the movement with
enthusiasm, but when its achievements became fully realised the
Welsh Sunday Schools began to give it their support.
1 The Eisteddfod of 1819 was held at Carmarthen by The Cambrian Society
of Dyfed. It exercised such an influence upon the Welsh people that by the
middle of the century every town and most villages held their Eisteddfodau.
After the Llangollen Eisteddfod of 1858, the National Eisteddfod was instituted.